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Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan
Del Valle National Shrine 

The original incarnation of this now-
famous shrine was a small wooden
shrine. The second shrine, built in 1954,
was destroyed by fire in 1970 when a
suicidal pilot crashed into the tower,
radioing ahead for children to get out.
The current 3,500-seat shrine draws
thousands of pilgrims each weekend.
Mariachis perform during regular
weekend Mass, Saturday at 11:30 a.m.
and 5:30 p.m.; Sunday at 8:30 a.m., 10:30
a.m., 12:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 5:30 p.m.
Open daily, San Juan. (956) 787-0033.

Brownsville Heritage Complex
Located in the heart of historic
downtown Brownsville on the corner of
13th Street and East Washington, the
Brownsville Heritage Complex includes
the Stillman House Museum, a house
built in 1850 and dedicated to the
founder of Brownsville. The Complex
also includes the Brownsville Heritage
Museum, which portrays visual images

of the historical evolution of the city.
The Aiken Education Center Gallery
houses rotating cultural art and
historical exhibitions, and the Heritage
Resource Center houses a library and
archives for the public and visiting
scholars. Admission for the entire
complex is $4 for adults and $2 for
students. Complex hours are 10 a.m. to
4 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday. (956)
541-5560 or www.brownsvillehistory.org.

Cine El Rey
Built in the design of art moderne, this
local movie cinema opened in
downtown McAllen in 1947 and is again
the center of a designated
entertainment district. Daily showtimes
on its one screen include current and
historical features. South 17th Street,
McAllen. (956) 971-9825.
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